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[ Job Titles and Careers... /

Medical Professions  /

Medical Ethics Careers: Job Description &...

Medical Ethics Careers: Job Description & Salary Info &

Pros and Cons

Pros and Cons of Working in Medical Ethics

As a professional in medical ethics, you may have training in medicine, law, sociology, religious

Academia

Research

Counseling

Medical ethics, also known as bioethics, concerns a broad
spectrum of often-controversial issues associated with
healthcare and research, such as genetic screening of fetuses,
euthanasia and cloning. The moral questions raised by these topics suggest a definition of
medical ethics as an interdisciplinary field, comprising medicine, law, public health, religious
studies, philosophy, social work and medical humanities, among other fields.

studies or philosophy, but degree programs offering specialized training in bioethics are
growing. Nevertheless, studying medical ethics doesn't come with a determined career

trajectory. Career paths exist in clinical ethics (doing ethics consultations in hospital settings),

research, academia and policy, among other professional arenas. However, due to restrictions
imposed by managed care, fewer positions are opening up in healthcare systems for ethics
consultants than anticipated, and professorships are highly competitive.

Medical ethics is a field of study with diverse career options. Compare common careers below:

Career Overview

Education/Training

Requirements

Program Length

Certification and

Licensing

Experience

Requirement

Medical Ethics
Professor

Medical ethics
professors often teach
in medical schools and
other academic
settings, as well as
engage in research

and scholarship.

Typically a Ph.D. in a

field related to medical
ethics or an M.D. with
a background in

medical ethics.

A Ph.D. typically
requires six years of
full-time study after the

bachelor's degree.

N/A

Employers may seek
candidates with
specific experience in
an area of scholarship

or in practice, such as

Research Ethics
Specialist

Research ethics
specialists typically
participate in institutional
review boards (IRBs),
which oversee ethical
considerations in

research.

IRB members have
diverse educational
backgrounds and levels,

and many positions are

open to bachelor's degree

holders in business or

education.

A minimum of four years.

Optional certification
through Public

Responsibility in Medicine

and Research (PRIM&R).

Typically a minimum of

one year's experience in

medical research ethics is

required.

Genetic Counselor

Genetic counselors educate

patients and family members
about genetic tests, disorders
and treatment options as well
as provide counseling related

to medical decisions.

Master's degree in genetic

counseling.

Genetic counseling master's
degree programs require two

years of full-time study.

Optional certification through
the American Board of Genetic
Counseling (ABGC), and some

states require licensure.

Experience in an area of
specialization, such as cancer

genetics, may be required.
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Find a School

Choose your subject:

Medical Professions

Bioethics and Medical Ethics
Choose your degree level:

Select a Degree Level
Choose your location:

Show me all schools

Featured Schools

Kaplan University

= Master: Nursing/Nurse Educator
= Bachelor: Health Science
= Associate of Science in Health Science

Which subject are you interested in?

Select One...

= DHA in Health Care Leadership
= MHA in Health Policy
= Bachelor: Health Care Management

When would you like to start
classes?

Select One...

Id . .

= Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.) -
General

= Master: Healthcare Admin: General

= B.S.: Nursing (RN License Required)

When would you like to start
classes?

Select One...

University of Phoenix

Doctor: Health Admin

Master: Nursing/Health Admin

RN to Bachelor: Nursing (RN License
Required)

Associate of Arts - Health Care
Administration/Electronic Health
Records

Certificate: Nursing/Health Care
Education

Do you prefer online or campus
based learning?

Select One...

. .

= Bachelor's - Biomedical Engineering
Technology

= Associate - Health Information
Technology



in clinical ethics

consulting.
Job Outlook for 305,700 additional jobs N/A N/A
2010-2020 expected for all post-
secondary teachers
(17% increase)*
Median Salary About $127,000** About $42,000 (IRB Roughly $65,000**
(2013) coordinator)***
Sources: *U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, ***Salary.com, **PayScale.com.
1/4¢g
Pros and Cons Academia Research Counseling

Related Articles

Free Online Medical Ethics and Bioethics Courses
from Top Universities

There are 5 online Medical Ethics and Bioethics courses

offered free by top universities, including Johns Hopkins

University and the Massachusetts...

Free Online Ethics Courses from Top Universities

There are 3 online Ethics courses offered free by top
universities, including Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and Dixie State University.

Popular Schools

1. Kaplan University

PROGRAM OPTIONS

Master's
= Master: Nursing/Nurse Educator

= Master of Healthcare Admin
= Master: Nursing/Nurse Administrator

Bachelor's
= Bachelor: Health Science

Associate's
= Associate of Science in Health Science

= Associate: Medical Assisting

Free Online Medical Prerequisites
(General) Courses from Top Universities

Free Online Medical Pathology Courses
from Top Universities

Free Online Medical Technology Courses
from Top Universities

Medical Office Specialist: Diploma
Coursework

Medical Laboratory Assistant: Diploma
Description Summary

MS in Nursing

MSN in Nurse Informatics

Bachelor: Healthcare Admin

Associate: Medical Office Mgmt

A et schon|of thought Which subject are you interested in?

o IKAPLAN
UNIVERSITY ) Select One...

2 Universi

PROGRAM OPTIONS

Doctorate
= DHA in Health Care Leadership

= DHA in Health Policy and Advocacy

Master's
= MHA in Health Policy

= PhD: Health Care Admin

= MSN: Nurse Educator (RN License Required)

38

What is your classroom preference?

Select One...

Grand Canyon University

= Master: Health Care Admin

= BS in Health Sciences: Professional
Development and Advanced Patient
Care

= RN to BS in Nursing (RN License
Required)

What is your highest level of
education?

Select One...

Argosy University

= M.S. - Health Service Management

= B.S. in Medical Technology

= Associate of Applied Science in Medical
Assisting

What is the highest level of education
that you have completed ?

Select One...

American InterContinental
. .

= Master of Business Admin - Healthcare
Management

= Master of Business Admin: Healthcare
Admin

= Bachelor of Business Admin: Healthcare
Management

Are you a US citizen?

Select One...

Popular Articles

= Medical Billing and Coding:
Diploma Summary

= Top North Carolina Colleges
and Universities

= Medical Assistant: Diploma
Program Summary

= Ethics Degrees: Bachelor's,
Master's & Online Course Info

= Lab Assistant: Diploma
Coursework Summary

= Study Broadcasting
Communications: Associate,
Bachelor's & Online Degree Info

= Health Information
Management Degrees:
Bachelor, Associate & Online
Info

= Medical Sonography Degrees:
Associate, Bachelor & Online
Class Info

= Insurance Billing Specialist
Careers: Job Description &
Salary Info

= Public Relations Degrees:
Bachelor, Associate & Online
Course Info

= Teacher's Aide Careers: Job
Description & Salary



MSN in RN-to-MSN Nurse Educator

Bachelor's

Bachelor: Health Care Management

@ What degree are you interested in?
Select One...

Careiia UniversiTy

. Walden Universit

PROGRAM OPTIONS

Doctorate

Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.) - General

Master's

Master: Healthcare Admin: General

Bachelor's

UNIVERSITY

B.S.: Nursing (RN License Required)

WALDEN
Select One...

A higher degree. A higher prrpose.

4, University of Phoenix

PROGRAM OPTIONS

Doctorate

Doctor: Health Admin

Master's

Master: Nursing/Health Admin

Master: Health Admin/Sustainability Management

Bachelor's

RN to Bachelor: Nursing (RN License Required)

Associate's

Associate of Arts - Health Care
Administration/Electronic Health Records

Associate of Arts Foundations in Health Care
Administration

Associate of Arts Foundations in Health Care
Administration/Medical Records

Certificate

% University of Phoenix:

Certificate: Nursing/Health Care Education

When would you like to start classes?

Doctor: Nursing

Master: Nursing

Associate of Arts in Health Care
Administration/Health and Wellness Administration

Associate: Health Care Admin

Associate: Health Care Admin/Medical Records

Certificate: Health Care Informatics

Do you prefer online or campus based

learning?

Select One...

. DeVry Universi

PROGRAM OPTIONS

Bachelor's

Bachelor's - Biomedical Engineering Technology

Associate's

Associate - Health Information Technology
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Information

= |T Support Technician Careers:
Job Description & Salary
Information

= Becoming a Sales Associate:
Careers, Salary Info & Job
Description

= Free or Cheap Textbooks:
Interested?

= Becoming a Dredge Operator:
Salary Info & Job Description

Top Universities

= Alabama Universities

= Alaska Universities

= Arizona Universities

= Arkansas Universities

= California Universities

= Colorado Universities

= Columbia (D.C.) Universities
= Connecticut Universities

= Delaware Universities

= Florida Universities

= Georgia Universities

= Hawaii Universities

= ldaho Universities

= Illinois Universities

= Indiana Universities

= lowa Universities

= Kansas Universities

= Kentucky Universities

= Louisiana Universities

= Maine Universities

= Maryland Universities

= Massachusetts Universities
= Michigan Universities

= Minnesota Universities

= Mississippi Universities

= Missouri Universities

= Montana Universities

= Nebraska Universities

= Nevada Universities

= New Hampshire Universities
= New Jersey Universities

= New Mexico Universities

= New York Universities

= North Carolina Universities
= North Dakota Universities
= Ohio Universities

= Oklahoma Universities

= Oregon Universities

= Pennsylvania Universities



= Rhode Island Universities

= South Carolina Universities
What is your classroom preference? . "
= South Dakota Universities

= Tennessee Universities
= Texas Universities
: | : . . = Utah Universities
Select One...

PROGRAM OPTIONS = Virginia Universities
Master's = Washington Universities
= Master: Health Care Admin

= Vermont Universities

= West Virginia Universities

Bachelor's = Wisconsin Universities
= BS in Health Sciences: Professional Development = RN to BS in Nursing (RN License Required) i . o
and Advanced Patient Care = Wyoming Universities

What is your highest level of education?

GRAND CANYON

UMIVERSITY

N

PROGRAM OPTIONS

Master's Select One...
= M.S. - Health Service Management = M.S. in Health Services Management
Bachelor's

= B.S. in Medical Technology

Associate's
= Associate of Applied Science in Medical Assisting

[ What is the highest level of education that
J ARGOSY you have completed ?

¥ UNIVERSITY

8. American InterContinental University

PROGRAM OPTIONS ~ Select One...

Master's
= Master of Business Admin - Healthcare = Master of Business Admin: Healthcare Admin
Management

Bachelor's
= Bachelor of Business Admin: Healthcare
Management

What is your highest level of education?

AN
TINEMTAL
T

9. Colorado Technical University

PROGRAM OPTIONS

Doctorate
= Doctor of Management - Health Care Management
and Leadership

40



Associate's
= Associate of Science - Health Admin Services

What is your highest level of education?

Colorade
.q\m.% Select One...

10. Bryant & Stratton College

PROGRAM OPTIONS

Bachelor's
= BS - Health Services Admin

What is your high school graduation
status?

Select One...

2 3 Next »

BUSINESS

” ACCREDITED
e

Home  Privacy Policy ~ About Us
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Clinical Ethicist

Overview

Most people think clinical ethics only concerns controversial topics like assisted suicide, cloning,
and stem cell research. But health professionals deal with ethical questions every day.

What would you do in these situations?

Two patients enter the emergency room at the same time. There is only one doctor
available. Which patient should she see first?

A cancer patient wants to try an experimental therapy that costs a lot of money. Should
his insurance company pay for the treatment?

The family of a severely ill patient wants the doctor to perform a painful procedure that is
unlikely to extend the patient’s life. Should the doctor perform the procedure?

There are no “right” or “wrong” answers. Instead, the choices made by health professionals are
based on policies set according to current standards in biomedical ethics. Those standards are
constantly changing to reflect thinking about patient rights, privacy, quality of life, death, and
how limited health resources should be allocated.

Every step forward in medical technology also brings new questions about when a treatment
should be provided, which patients should receive it, and who should pay for it.

Here is a small sampling of organizations that need help managing clinical ethics:

Hospitals

Physician group practices
Government agencies
Insurance companies
Pharmaceutical companies
Academic institutions

Medical research centers

Working Conditions

People who work in the field of clinical ethics usually have primary training in another field, such
as Medicine, Nursing, philosophy, theology, law, Public Health or social science.
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Many hospitals, for example, have review boards or ethics committees comprised of physicians,
nurses and other health professionals who have obtained specialized training in clinical ethics.
These professionals sit on committees or serve as consultants, sharing their expert views with
decision makers, usually behind closed doors.

Specialists in clinical ethics also teach in medical schools and other academic institutions. Many
clinical ethicists conduct research to help inform the many debates in ethics and to help develop
policy. They work for government agencies, “think tanks,” and nonprofit groups that help
develop policy. They also advise industry to ensure that medical and Pharmaceutical Scientist
is conducted ethically.

Salary Range & Outlook

Many specialists in clinical ethics are working physicians or nurses who provide clinical services
in addition to sitting on ethics committees. Their salary depends on the full range of their
responsibilities and varies widely, between $40,000 and $150,000 or more.

Academic Requirements

In the past, the field of ethics was most closely linked with studies in religion and philosophy.
Today, many universities offer undergraduate and graduate programs focused on clinical and
biomedical ethics. However, many professionals who work in the field are also trained as
physicians, Registered Nurse (RN), or Health Administration/Management.

The practice of clinical ethics can involve life-or-death decisions. Clinical ethicists must be able
to clearly communicate their views, any data relevant to the issue at hand, and handle the often
emotional debates that arise around these difficult issues.

Professional Associations
Bioethics Institute

American Society for Bioethics and Humanities

Funding Opportunities

Search for funding opportunities related to this career

Enrichment Programs

Search for enrichment programs related to this career

Schools and Academic Programs

Search for academic degree and certificate programs related to this career

Source

www.bioethicsinstitute.org

Learn more about this field:

Medicine
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m  Animal Biosciences

m  Applied Animal Behaviour and Welfare

m Biomedical Sciences (MSc by Research)

m Cardiovascular Biology (MSc by Research

m Human Anatomy

m [ntegrative Neuroscience (MSc by Research)
m Medical Sciences (MMedSci)

= Oral Surgery
m Ornthodontics

m Paediatric Dentistry

m Prosthodontics
m Public Health

m Regenerative Medicine: Clinical and Industrial Delivery

m Reproductive Sciences (MSc by Research

m  Science Communication and Public Engagement
m Transfusion, Transplantation and Tissue Banking

m Veterinary Sciences (MVetSci)
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